
President George W. Bush signs the 
Federal Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006 (FFATA) 
into law. The Digital Accountability 
and Transparency Act (DATA Act) 
will later amend FFATA.

Sept. 26, 2006

President Barack Obama signs the 
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA) into law, directing 
the government to spend over $275 
billion on stimulus contracts, grants, 
and other awards. The standard-
ization and publication of stimulus 
award recipients' reports provided a 
model for the DATA Act.

Feb. 17, 2009

Deadline: All agencies must 
begin reporting their spending 
data using the government-wide 
data standards, under paragraph 
4(c)(2) of FFATA (as added by the 
DATA Act).

May 8, 2017

Treasury publishes the complete 
version of government-wide data 
standards for federal spending. 
OMB publishes additional guidance 
for federal agencies on how to 
implement the data standards.

April 29, 2016

Deadline: OMB must submit a 
report to Congress on the results 
of the Section 5 grantee and 
contractor reporting pilot pro-
gram, under paragraph 5(b)(6) of 
FFATA (as added by the DATA 
Act).

Aug. 7, 2017

Deadline: Each agency inspector 
general must issue a report assess-
ing the completeness, timeliness, 
accuracy, and quality of its agency's 
spending data plus its agency's 
implementation and use of data 
standards, with additional reports in 
2018 and 2020, under paragraph 
6(a)(2) of FFATA (as added by the 
DATA Act).

Nov. 8, 2016

Two subcommittees of the House 
Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform hold the 
second Congressional DATA Act 
implementation hearing.

July 29, 2015

The Data Transparency Coalition 
(later renamed the Data Coalition) 
announces its launch.

April 16, 2012

Deadline: The GAO must issue a 
report assessing the complete-
ness, timeliness, accuracy, and 
quality of all agencies' spending 
data plus their implementation 
and use of data standards, with 
additional reports in 2019 and 
2020, under paragraph 6(b)(2) of 
FFATA (as added by the DATA 
Act).

Nov. 8, 2017

The Data Transparency Coalition 
changes its name to the Data 
Coalition and founds a sister 
organization, the Data Foundation, 
a 501(c)(3) research organization.

Jan. 27, 2016

Two subcommittees of the House 
Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform hold the third 
Congressional DATA Act imple-
mentation hearing.

April 19, 2016

Deadline: Treasury and OMB 
must publish all spending data on 
USASpending.gov, under sub-
section 3(a) of FFATA (as added 
by the DATA Act).

May 9, 2018

Rep. Issa (with Rep. Elijah 
Cummings) and Sen. Warner (with 
Sen. Rob Portman) simultaneously 
reintroduce new versions of the 
DATA Act in both the House and 
Senate. The Senate version 
ultimately becomes law.

May 21, 2013

Both the Senate and the House 
pass the DATA Act.

April 2014

President Obama signs the DATA Act 
into law. The DATA Act (official text) 
amends FFATA by adding new 
requirements for government-wide 
spending data standards, full 
publication of all spending data, and 
a pilot program to test standards for 
grant and contract recipients.

May 9, 2014

Rep. Darrell Issa introduces the 
DATA Act in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Sen. Mark Warner 
introduces the DATA Act in the 
Senate.

June 2011

Figure 1: 

DATA Act Timeline

Treasury and OMB announce a first, 
incomplete version of government-
wide data standards for federal 
spending, one day before the DATA 
Act's deadline. OMB publishes 
guidance to federal agencies.

May 8, 2015

The DATA Act's Section 5 pilot 
program begins for grant recipients, 
managed by HHS, on the DATA 
Act's deadline. However, OMB fails 
to start a Section 5 pilot program for 
contract recipients.

May 9, 2015

Deadline: Section 5 pilot program 
to test standardized reporting by 
grantees and contractors must 
end, under paragraph 5(b)(5) of 
FFATA (as added by the DATA 
Act).

May 9, 2017

Deadline: OMB must decide 
whether to impose DATA Act 
standards on all grantee and 
contractor report ing, under 
paragraph 5(b)(7) of FFATA (as 
added by the DATA Act).

Aug. 7, 2018

The House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform holds the 
first Congressional DATA Act imple-
mentation hearing. 

Dec. 3, 2014
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https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-109publ282/pdf/PLAW-109publ282.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-111publ5/html/PLAW-111publ5.htm
https://oversight.house.gov/issa-introduces-sweeping-open-government-spending-transparency-reforms/
http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/mobile/pressreleases?ContentRecord_id=4568ea55-837c-43dc-befe-09f8e369755d
http://www.cato.org/blog/data-transparency-coalition-debuts-today
https://oversight.house.gov/release/oversight-leaders-introduce-bipartisan-data-act/
http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=C73A5D8F-E997-4164-ABC6-BD1EACCFA7A8
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/2014/04/10/senate-section/article/S2359-1
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/2014/04/28/house-section/article/H3203-4
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/05/10/statement-press-secretary-s-994
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/05/10/statement-press-secretary-s-994
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ101/PLAW-113publ101.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/transforming-federal-spending-implementing-digital-accountability-transparency-act/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/05/08/better-data-better-decisions-better-government
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/memoranda/2015/m-15-12.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/about/agencies/asfr/data-act-program-management-office/section-5-grants-pilot/index.html
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-16-438
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/data-act-implementation/
http://www.datacoalition.org/press-releases/data-coalition-announces-name-change-and-sister-organization/
http://www.datacoalition.org/press-releases/data-coalition-announces-name-change-and-sister-organization/
http://datafoundation.org/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/data-act-monitoring-implementation-progress/
https://fedspendingtransparency.github.io/data-model/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/financial/memos/management-procedures-memorandum-no-2016-03-additional-guidance-for-data-act-implementation.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ101/PLAW-113publ101.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ101/PLAW-113publ101.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ101/PLAW-113publ101.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ101/PLAW-113publ101.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ101/PLAW-113publ101.pdf
http://usaspending.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ101/PLAW-113publ101.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ101/PLAW-113publ101.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/113/plaws/publ101/PLAW-113publ101.pdf

